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is characteristic of his race, had come to the con-
clusion, that if the sheets actually passed through
the metal they would immediately take the coating.
He apparently did not know, or had overlooked the
fact, that a certain time was requisite for the sheet
to get as hot as the metal itself, and (as it is termed)
"boil off" before the coating took place. The
consequence was, the bath was useless, unless the
metal was heated to such a degree that the sheets
emerged in all the colours of the rainbow, and at
the same time caused a considerable waste of metal
and ammonia,

The proprietors, acting on my advice, immedi-
ately cabled to England for baths and machinery of
the proper description, and in the meantime I was
instructed "to do the best I could" with the bath I
had, minus any machinery! Any practical manu-
facturer can imagine my position, and my only course
was to ask for my engagement to be cancelled.
Previous to this I was accused of being in league
with the merchants, to prevent the undertaking
being a success, and threatened with imprisonment
as the consequence!

After I left Valparaiso the works stood for some
time, until the other machinery arrived, but this'did
not mend matters, as they were minus a practical
man to direct operations, ,and the result was that
after a struggle of a month or two, the affair com-
pletely collapsed.
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